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Highlights 

 The Ministry of Police in Samoa has confirmed 
that there have been four casualties and eight 
people remain missing.  

 The main water treatment plant in Samoa has 
suffered major damages and access to water is 
yet to be restored.  

 The island of Upolo in Samoa remains without 
electricity and reports suggest it may take 
months to reconnect the entire island.  

 Tropical Cyclone Evan (TC Evan) is forecast to 
pass Wallis and Futuna as a Category 4 tropical 
cyclone tonight.  

 A strong wind warning remains in force for 
islands in northern Tonga.  

 TC Evan is expected to pass northern and 
western Fiji as a Category 3 tropical cyclone on 
Monday.  

4 people 
confirmed dead 

8 people 
reported missing  

4,000 
people 
in Evacuation 
Centers in Samoa at 
peak 

Situation Overview 
Samoa 

A gale force wind warning remains in force for the island of Savai’i remains however now that TC Evan has passed 
weather is beginning to improve.  

The main concern remains for the island of Upolo which sustained significant damages, particularly the South 
Coast.  

The Ministry of Police has confirmed that there are four causalities. In addition, there are eight people who remain 
missing, including a number of children.  

Reports state that two fishing boats are missing. One sunk with seven people on board, one of whom made is 
ashore. The other has an unknown number of people onboard. The Ministry of Police is currently searching for the 
missing boats.  

The main water treatment plant on Upolo Island has suffered major damages and work is underway to get another 
water treatment plant operational.  

Electricity remains off for the whole country, with only critical services such as the hospital, National Emergency 
Operations Centre (NEOC) and the Samoan Meteorology Service being powered by standup generators. The 
latest reports suggest that the Apia Central Business District (CBD) may be reconnected by the end of the day. 
With a lack of available capacity reconnecting the rest of the country may be problematic with some reports 
suggesting that only 70% of the country will be reconnected within two months.  

 

Source: OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Tonga, Wallis and Futuna, Tokelau and Fiji  

Tropical Cyclone Evan has accelerated slightly and is now moving west-southwest at 16km per hour. The system 
moved slightly more northwards than expected overnight and is now predicted to cross the French Territory of 
Wallis and Futuna Islands as a Category 4 tropical cyclone in the next 6-12 hours.  

The latest forecasts have Tropical Cyclone Evan losing intensity and becoming a Category 3 tropical cyclone by 
Sunday afternoon. Forecasts have the system passing to the north of Vanua Levu and close to the Yassawa Group 
on the western side of Fiji. This will likely bring winds of 120-150km per hour to the northern and western parts of 
Fiji. A Tropical Cyclone Alert remains in force for Vanua Levu, Taveuni and the nearby smaller islands in the 
Northern Lau Group.  

The change in track means that the effects in Tonga will not be as severe as previously predicted, however a 
strong wind warning is in force for the Tonga islands of Niuafo-ou and Nuiatoputapu. In addition, strong winds and 
heavy showers are expected in Tokelau.  

For continuous updates on Tropical Cyclone Evan, please refer to the Fiji Meteorological Service.  

General Coordination 
Samoa 

The Declaration of Disaster has been extended for a further 48 hours and will now end at midday on Monday. It is 
expected that following initial assessments today and tomorrow the Government of Samoa will soon be in a 
position to consider what further action, including any requests for international assistance is needed.  

This morning an Assessment Team led by the Government of Samoa with several development partners begun 
assessments on Upolo Island.  

The Government of New Zealand has committed an initial NZ$50,000 to response and recovery efforts. A New 
Zealand Air Surveillance Team will arrive in Samoa tomorrow and may assist in locating the missing fishing boats. 
An Environmental Health Assessment Team is also on their way to Samoa to provide support for the Ministry of 
Health.  

AusAID have stated that they have AU$50,000 immediately available for response and recovery efforts. They have 
a Rapid Response Team Member currently traveling to New Zealand who could join assessment teams on 
Monday.  

JICA is currently working on sanitation, airport and ports projects but could be redeployed to carry out damage 
assessments if needed.  

The Government of New Zealand, AusAID, and the Japan Embassy all have prepositioned supplies that could be 
accessed by the Government of Samoa as needed.  

UNDP has up to $100,000 that can be made available on request and UNOCHA has $50,000 that can be made 
available through an Emergency Cash Grant.  

The New Zealand Red Cross Society is sending someone to support the Samoan Red Cross Society in their 
response efforts.  

Fiji  

Following the National Disaster Management Office’s Meeting with Line Ministries yesterday, the Fiji Meteorological 
Service started to distribute Tropical Cyclone Alerts yesterday afternoon.  These will continue to be issued daily to 
ensure that the public is aware of what the likely affects and recommended preparedness measures are. 

The National Disaster Management Office continues to convene daily preparedness meetings with Line Ministries 
and is planning activate the Emergency Operations Centre in the Northern Division on Sunday.  

Humanitarian Response 

  Samoa (Population: 187,820) 

Shelter:  

 There are eight Evacuation Centers still open, although many more are being run informally by churches. 

  Revised estimates are that at their peak, the Evacuation Centers were holding up to 4,000 people.  

http://www.met.gov.fj/
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  The numbers currently in Evacuation Centers are decreasing as people return 
to their homes.  

  The main need in Evacuation Centers remains water for drinking and sanitation. 
The Disaster Management Office is arranging delivery of water from the Samoa 
Water Authority.  

  The Samoan Red Cross Society has reported that early estimates indicate that 
1,000 homes may have been destroyed.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: 

 The main water treatment plant on Upolo Island has been severely damaged and work is underway to get 
an alternative water treatment plant operational.  

 The Government of Samoa’s priority is reconnecting the water service, in particular to critical services such 
as the hospital which is currently relying on water that is being trucked in.  

 There is a shortage of portable toilets in Evacuation Centers.  

Health: 

 The Ministry of Police has confirmed that there have been four casualties.  

 Hospitals have discharged all elective patients and are preparing to serve acute 
cases only.  

 The National Health Service reports that the hospital is coping but is close to 
capacity.  

 Hospitals have treated approximately 50 outpatients, but only one has been admitted.  

 The hospital remains without a connected water source but is managing with water being trucked in.  

 The World Health Organization has highlighted the need to be watchful for diarrhea and other diseases. 

 The World Health Organization has stated that they have US$10,000 immediately available for relief 
efforts.  

Emergency Telecommunications 

 Mobile Networks continue to be heavily congested.  

 Approximately 50 percent of landline services have been affected.  

Food Security 

 Based on wind strengths, the Government of Samoa expects the impact on 
agriculture and fisheries to be extensive.  

Logistics 

 The whole of Upolo Island is currently without power. Only critical services such 
as the hospital, National Emergency Operations Centre and the Samoa 
Meteorology Service are being powered by standby generators.  

 The Electric Power Corporation is working to restore electricity to the hospital 
and Apia Central Business District by the end of today.  

 Reports suggest that it may take up to two months to have 70 percent of electricity connections restored 
due to a lack of manpower.  

 Faleolo International Airport has opened and Air New Zealand flights have resumed service.  

 All ports remain closed and all inter-island and international shipping services remain suspended.  

 Approximately 50 percent of roads on Upolo Island have sustained damages, with 60 percent now 
passable.  
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For further information, please contact: 

  

Greg Grimsich, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, grimsich@unocha.org   Tel: +679 310 0373, Cell +679 999 1689 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@unocha.org  Tel: +679 3317 326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/UNOCHAROP  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNOCHA_ROP  

 

Online Crowd Map of Tropical Cyclone Evan: https://alerts.crowdmap.com/main  •  https://alerts.crowdmap.com/reports 

Situation Report from Humanity Road: http://www.humanityroad.org/_blog/Situation_Report/post/Cyclone_Evan_Samoa/ 
 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 
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